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Monday, March 9, 1998 
A News letter for the 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE U N I V E R S ITY 
Community 
Volume 22, Number 30 
GVSU Women's Festival Focuses On Health 
Women's health will be the focus of 
GVSU's 1998 Women's Festival on 
Thursday and Friday, March 12-13. The 
festiva l, which meets in the Cook-
DeWitt Center, includes speeches and 
workshops related to the theme 
"Hea lthy Views on Women." 
Immediately following the Women's 
Festival, GVSU is hosting a Women's 
Film Festival at the Eberhard Center in 
downtown Grand Rapids from noon to 
9 p.m. on Saturday, March 14. 
The festival keynote address will be 
given by Andrea Martin, executive 
director of the Breast Cancer Fund. Her 
address, at 5 p.m. on Friday, March 13, 
is titled "Expedition Inspiration: A 
23,000-foot Assault on Breast Cancer, 
Aconcagua," and will recount the 
adventure of a team of breast cancer 
su1v ivors who climbed Mt. Aconcagua 
in Argentina in 1995. 
Other guest speakers at the festival 
include local author Margaret Willey, 
who will read selections from her work 
dealing with the topic of body image. 
Catherine Maternovska and Josette 
Perard of tl1e Lambdi Fund of Haiti will 
speak about women's hea ltl1 and 
women's rights in the Caribbean nation. 
Maternovska is executive director of the 
Lambdi Fund and a medical anthropolo-
gist; Perard, an activist in Haiti 's 
democratic movement, has worked with 
tl1e Lambdi Fund to create sustainable 
economic activities for women in Haiti. 
In add ition to the guest speakers, 
GVSU faculty members from several 
academic disciplines will make presen-
tations. Topics include cross-cultural 
perspectives on healing; women and 
aging; women and madness; educating 
daughters; creating safe and healtl1y 
environments; and choices 
in childbirthing. See tl1e 
Forum Calendar of Events 
for times of presentations 
and films. 
First Women's Commission Honoree Named 
The GVSU Women's Commission has chosen Ginny Gordon to be the first 
recipient of the Maxine Swanson Award. Gordon, who retired from Grand Valley 
about three years ago, will receive the award during the Women's Commission 
Progress Report and Award Ceremony on Thursday, March 12, at 5 p.m. in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. Faculty and staff members are invited to attend the ceremo-
ny and the reception that will follow at 5:30 p.m. 
Gordon worked for many years as Dean Forrest Armstrong's administrative 
assistant. "Ginny is the perfect first choice for this award ," says Cindy Mader, 
assistant dean of Education. 'She is best remembered for establishing tl1e bargain-
ing unit for GVSU clerical workers - giving numerous women on campus a 
voice." 
The Women's Commission Maxine Swanson Award, named in honor of the 
first female chair of the GVSU Board of Control, w ill be given annually to an 
individual who has improved the status of women on campus. 
CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS 
Noted Art Historian to Speak at GVSU 
Linda Hults, an art historian from the 
College of Wooster, Ohio, will speak at 
Grand Valley on Wednesday, March 11 , 
as part of the "Celebration of tl1e Arts ," 
wh ich culminates in the dedication of 
new a1t and music faci lities on March 19. 
The speech, titled "Back to the Future: 
The French Etching Reviva l and the 
Histo1y of Prints, " w ill be from 11 a .m. 
to 12:30 p.m. in Room 1415 in the 
Alexander Ca lder Fine Arts Cente r. 
The author of numerous books and 
articles on art histo ry, especia lly in the 
Renaissance e ra , Hults' most recent 
work is the 900-page The Print in the 
Western World: An ln troducto1y History, 
published in 1996. 
She is currently working on histo ries 
of printmaking from 1527-1770 and 
1770-1914 for the "Oxford Illustrated 
Histo1y of Art. " Next yea r, Hults wi ll 
work on a paid grant from the Colleg 
of Wooster to write a book-length study 
of witchcraft imagery and its re latio n-
ship to art theo1y in the Renaissance 
and Baroque periods. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
eve,y Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submiss ion 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
ema il forum@gvsu. edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
Across Campus 
Advanced Class in Human 
Resources Tackles Job 
Descriptions 
Before they have jobs of the ir own, a 
group of senior-level GVSU students are 
learning how to write good job descriptions. 
It's one of five 
projects they will do 
this semester in an 
advanced human 
resources course in 
the Seidman School 
of Business . 
"Job descriptions 
are important these 
days, especially in 
light of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, 
where there is a need 
to spell out the essen-
tial and non-essential 
Marie McKendall 
duties in a particular job," says Marie 
McKenda ll , associate professor of Manage-
ment who teaches the course. 
Students in her class are meeting with 
pairs of GVSU employees and supervisors to 
do real-life job analyses, from which they 
w ill write descriptions. 
"Many organizations do o kay w ith job 
descriptions, but most interviews are not 
valid because they do not predict late r 
success on the job," McKendall says. 
"Students are often su rprised at what they 
learn about this process. There are limita-
tions to all human resources practices, but 
any time subjective opinion is involved the 
validity goes down. " 
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In addition to the job description 
assignment, students in the course will 
practice selection interviews, pe rformance 
appraisals, putting a compensation value on 
a job, and firing an employee . 
Salary Information Available 
The Faculty and Staff Salary Information 
book is now on reserve in the library. The 
information includes employee names, 
titles, departments , 1997-98 and 1996-97 
salaries, gross salaries paid in 1997 and 
1996 and other demographic information. 
Interested persons may also review the 
information in the Human Resources Office 
or purchase their own copy for $5 from 
Human Resources. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Susan Swartzlander, associate professor of 
English, gave a lecture , titled "'Lord Love a 
Duck': James Joyce - the Unconventional 
Historian," for the Grand Rap ids Irish 
Heritage Society. 
Joanne Ziembo-Vogl, assistant professor 
from the School of Criminal Justice recently 
gave a presentation, titled "The Media and 
Law Enforcement," at the 1998 Park Law 
Enforcement and Ranger Institute at Michi-
gan State University. 
Michelle DeRose , visiting assistant 
professor of English , presented a workshop, 
titled "Creative Approaches to Teaching 
Race, Class, and Gender," at the Liberal Arts 
Network for Development confe rence in 
Grand Rapids. 
Barbara J. Reinken, assistant professor of 
Education, gave two presentations at the 
annual meeting of the Association of Teacher 
Educators in Dallas. The first presentation, 
"Goals 2000: Preparing Preservice/ Inse1v ice 
Educato rs for Urban Environments Using a 
Single Tier Unified Support System," includ-
ed Linda McCrea, assistant professor of 
Education, and Loretta Konecki , professor of 
Education. The second presentation was 
titled "Collaboration Rather than Competi-
tion: A Multi-University Partnership to 
Enhance Teacher Education Programs." 
Sue Davis, assistant professor of Politica l 
Science, completed a test bank for the 
interactive edition of Fiorina and Peterson's 
textbook The New American Democracy. 
The test bank, which is intended fo r student 
use, will be posted on the World Wide Web. 
Fred Chapman, assistant professor of 
Communications, made a presentat ion at the 
Michigan Municipal Risk Management 
Authority winte r meeting in Troy, titled 
"Confronting Militias - A Real Life Experi-
ence." 
continued on page 3 
Coming Events 
Dancers Take the Stage 
At Arts at Noon Concert 
The Eisenhower Dance Ensemble 
will charge the Louis Armstrong stage 
with its energetic technique and 
expressive dancing for the next Arts at 
Noon/ Lunchbreak concert at 12 noon 
on Friday, March 13. 
The dance group, based in the 
Pontiac area and fou nded in 1991, 
consists of six highly trained dancers 
with extensive background in tech-
nique, performance and teaching. 
Twentieth-Century Music 
Highlights Arts Celebration 
A celebration of 20th-century music, 
three days of acoustic and electro-
acoustic new music performances and 
discussions, w ill highlight the launching 
of GVSU's new Music Technology Center 
on March 17-19. The events are part of a 
semester-long celebration dedicating 
major new arts facilities at GVSU. 
On Tuesday, March 17, at 8 p.m. , the 
Billy Taylor Trio will bring a taste of 
American jazz to the campus. On 
Wednesday, March 18, at 4 p.m., Nexus 
will present an open workshop preced-
ing their fu ll concert on Thursday, 
March 19, at 7 p .m. Tickets for each 
concert are $10. 
New Music Concert I, a chamber 
concert, w ill feature the new Music 
Technology Center, at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 18. New Music 
Concert II , a continuation of acoustic 
and electoacoustic music, will be 
presented at 1:30 p .m. on Thursday, 
March 19. 
Richard Taruskin, author of the 
recent two-volume study of Stravinsky's 
music and its Russian traditions, will 
present "Stravinsky and Us," at 10 a. m. 
on March 19, fo llowed at 11 a. m. by 
"Prometheus Bound and Gagged," a 
symposium featuring Taruskin and the 
composers of the new music concerts. 
All events will be held in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. Call the Music 
Department, x3484, for more information. 
Seminar Discusses 
New Roth IRA 
Retirement seminars about the new 
generation of IRAs will be held on 
Tuesday, March 17, from 3-4 p.m. ; 
Wednesday, March 18, from 9-10 a .m. , 
in the Kirkhof Center's Muskegon River 
Room.; and on Wednesday, March 18, 
from 11:30-12:30 in room 215 of the 
Eberhard Center. Paul Springer, of New 
England Securities, will present a 
personalized analysis of IRA options. 
Seating is limited; contact the Human 
Resources Office, x2215, by March 13. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
Kurt Thompson, research associate, 
and Barbara Scott, research assistant, 
both from the Water Resources Institute , 
co-hosted and gave a presentation at "A 
Community Issue: Protecting Ground-
water Resources," a seminar sponsored 
through the Bear Creek Watershed 
Project and the Groundwater Education 
in Michigan Program. The seminar was 
held at Cannon Township Hall in Kent 
County. 
Kris Mullendore, assistant professor 
of Legal Studies, Linda Rynbrandt, 
assistant professor of Sociology, Bruce 
Bikle, assistant professor of Criminal 
Justice, and James David Ballard, 
assistant professor of Criminal Justice, 
recently completed a survey of legal 
firms, on diversity issues within the 
local legal community, for the Grand 
Rapids Bar Association. They were 
assisted by students Meg Mu llendore 
and Sheila Pomeroy. 
James David Ballard , assistant profes-
sor of Criminal Justice, was invited to 
be a speaker at the "Land Transporta-
tion Security Conference" in Atlanta. 
Ballard's presentation will focus on 
technologies that are available, or that 
could be developed, to counter terrorist 
attacks against nuclea r waste shipments. 
Rob Franciosi, associate professor of 
English, gave two lectures in conjunc-
tion with the Nazi Olympics exhibition 
at the Grand Rapids Public Museum. 
"Contexts for the 'Nazi Olympics: Berlin , 
1936" was delivered to the Grand 
Forum; "Facing Cyberhistory and 
Ourselves: Holocaust Research on the 
World Wide Web" was part of a sympo-
sium, titled "Social Injustice, Berlin 1936 
to Grand Rapids 1998." 
In the News 
Herb Bellrichard-Perkins, associate 
professor of Sociology, and Veta Smith 
Tucker, associate professor of African 
American Studies, were interviewed on 
WOOD radio on Februaty 18, about 
African American history. 
Sue Davis, assistant professor of 
Politica l Science, was interviewed on 
WOOD Radio on February 16, about 
events in Iraq and Russia 's participation. 
On February 24, Erika King, profes-
sor and chair of Political Science, 
appeared on WGVU-TV's The Reagan 
Legacy in West Michigan, to discuss 
Reagan, public opinion and the media. 
WOOD Radio and WGHN inter-
viewed Shirley Fleischmann, professor 
of Engineering, about the shelter sleep-
over she and students from her heat 
transfer class arranged. The segments 
aired on February 27. 
Doug Kindschi, dean of Mathematics 
and Science, was interviewed on 
WGVU-AM/ FM about the upcoming 
West Michigan Science Festival. The 
story aired on February 27 and March 2. 
Jonathan White, assistant dean of 
Social Science, conducted a one-day 
curriculum development workshop for 
instructors in the Ohio State Patrol 
Training Academy. The workshop 
foc used on domestic te rrorism. 
Pieter Snapper, assistant professor of 
Music, was interviewed on WGVU-
AM/ FM on March 3 about the new 
Music Technology Center. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m. -5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Thurs . All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
*Indicates fee; all other general events located on campus 
are free of charge. 
Mon., Feb. 2-Tues.,, Mar. 31 
Student Exhibition/ Alumni Timeline. Alexander Calder Fine 
Arts Center. 
Mon., Feb. 23-Thurs., Mar. 26 
Galle1y Hours: William Itter Exhibition. Calder Gallery, 
Performing Arts Center. 
Tues., Mar. 10 
11 a .m.-3 p.m.: Career Services Health Career Day. Grand 
River Room, Kirkhof Center. Call x3311. 
1:30-3:30 p.m.: COT Development Committee Workshop. 
"Proofreading: Making Your Work Practically Perfect in 
Every Way," presented by Jennifer Ward. 314 Eberhard 
Center and 111 Henry Hall. Call 2215 to RSVP. 
Wed., Mar. 11 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.: Career Services Summer Job Fair. Kirkhof 
Center. Call x3311. 
Thurs., Mar. 12 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Seidman School of Business Seminar. "Basic 
Issues in Michigan Employment Law. " Eberhard Center. 
Cost $25. Call x6664 to register. 
Women's Festival. Cook-DeWitt Center. Schedule follows . 
10:10 a.m.: Welcome. 
10:15 a.m.: Philanthropy, Public Policy and Access to 
Women's Health: A Panel Discussion. 
11:30 a.m.: "Perfect Girls, Perfect Portions." 
1 p.m.: Student Presentation. 
2:30 p.m.: Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Healing. 
4 p.m.: Traditional Approaches to Women's Health. 
5 p .m.: Women's Commission Progress Report and 
Award Presentation. 
5:30 p.m.: Reception. 
Fri.,Mar. 13 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. The Eisenhower Dance 
Ensemble. Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts 
Center. 
8 p.m.: Percussion Concert, GVSU Steelband. Louis Arm-
strong Theatre, Performing Arts Center. 
Women's Festival. Cook-DeWitt Center. Schedule follows. 
9 a.m.: Women & Aging: Multiple Perspectives. 
10 a.m.: Women & Madness: Views from Across the 
Disciplines. 
4 
11 a.m.: Educating Our Daughters: A Pane l Discussion. 
12 noon: Poetry Reading. 
1 p.m.: Creating Safe & Healthy Environments: A Panel 
Discussion. 
3 p.m.: Choices in Childbirthing: A Panel Discussion. 
4 p .m .: "Women's Reproductive Rights in Haiti" and 
"Women's Rights, Women's Hea lth: A Case Study in 
Haiti. " 
5 p.m.: Keynote Address. "Expedition Inspiration: A 
23,000-foot Assault on Breast Cancer, Aconcagua" 
presented by Andrea Martin. 
Sat., Mar. 14 
Women's Film Festival. Eberhard Center. Co-sponsored by 
Women's Studies & the Urban Institute for the Contempora,y 
Arts. Schedule follows. 
12 noon-12:30 p .m. The Body Beautiful 
12:30-1 p.m. And Still I Rise 
1-2 p.m. From Danger to Dignity: The fight for Safe 
Abortion 
2-3 p.m. Complaints of a Dutiful Daughter 
3-4:45 p.m. All Over 
4:45-5:45 p.m. Girls Like Us 
5:45-6:45 p.m. My Feminism 
7-9 p.m. Once Were Warriors and Panel Discussion 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Tues., Mar. 10 
9 a.m.: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving NCAA II 
Diving Qualification Meet. 
Wed., Mar. 11-Sat. , Mar. 14 
11 a.m. & 6 p.m.: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving. 
NCAA II National Championships. 
Thurs., Mar. 12 
4 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Hope College. Holland. 
Fri., Mar. 13-Sat., Mar. 14 
TBA: Indoor Track & Field at NCAA Division II Indoor 
Championships. 
Sat. , Mar. 14 
12 p.m.: Baseball at Grace College. Winona Lake, IN. 
1 p.m.: Softball at Tri-State University. Angola , IN. 
1 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Northwood University. Midland. 
Sun. , Mar. 15 
11 a.m.: Men's Tennis at Ferris State University. Big Rapids . 
1 p.m.: Baseball at Oakland City College. Oakland City , IN. 
Check out EventTracker on the GVSU Web site. 
